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THE MIDDLE AGES: 
HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

META
 Plans, intentions and predictions.

OBJETIVOS
 Ao fi nal da aula o(a) aluno(a) deve ser capaz de: 
  Fazer previsões a respeito de questões pessoais e globais;
 Perguntar e responder a respeito de planos relacionados a diferentes 

necessidades: trabalho, lazer, estudos etc.;
 Ler e interpretar textos a respeito da temática da aula, com foco no tempo futuro;
 Reconhecer os diferenças entre os usos de will, be going to +infi nitive, and the 

present continuous;
 Consolidar conhecimentos a respeito do simple present and future with will and 

going to.

PRERREQUISITOS
        Conhecimento a respeito dos tempos verbais: present continuous, will and be 

going to + infi nitive.

Aula4
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INTRODUÇÃO

Welcome to our third lesson! 
Esta lição será dedicada a tópicos relacionados ao future. Ao falarmos 

sobre plans, predictions, and intentions, usaremos os tempos verbais  be going 
to + infi nitve, will, and the present continuous. Através de textos e exemplos, 
levaremos você a pensar nos seus planos e projetos.  Ao mesmo em que 
apresentamos informações novas a respeito desses tempos verbais, você 
terá a oportunidade de revisá-los. 

As explicações e propostas de atividades contemplarão, como sempre, 
as formas afi rmativa, negativa e interrogativa dos tempos verbais em foco. 
Assim, você conseguirá falar sobre exemplos relativos à sua experiência de 
vida, bem como descobrir informações sobre outras pessoas. Será mais uma 
ótima oportunidade para você conhecer melhor seus colegas e professores, 
através da sua participação nos encontros presenciais e virtuais.

Ao abordarmos questões voltadas a predictions, estaremos levantando 
alguns pontos para refl exão ao mesmo tempo em que praticamos os con-
teúdos da lição. Utilizaremos textos autênticos que podem ser encontrados 
na Internet, bem como textos próprios. Encorajaremos você a compartilhar 
alguns de seus planos e intenções, a refl etir sobre a temática proposta e a 
expressar sua opinião, tornando o processo de ensino e aprendizagem de 
inglês mais signifi cativo. 

Antes de começarmos nossa terceira aula, reforçamos que o sucesso de 
seus estudos depende muito da sua dedicação, cumprindo todas as etapas 
deste curso, desenvolvendo as tarefas, participando de nossos chats, fóruns 
e encontros presenciais. E mais, de seu interesse em também criar situações 
de aprendizado, inclusive, pela internet. 

Além  dos conteúdos aqui propostos, você encontrará, na plataforma, 
indicações de atividades que contribuirão para reforçar os conteúdos deste 
material. Alguns exemplos são: links de vídeos, leituras diversas, áudios, 
games, etc. 

 Bons estudos e ótimas refl exões!

(Fonte online: http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/plan-diagram-means-strategies-for-
business-work-and-life-photo-p260361 Photo by Stuart Miles. Published on 12 May 2014 Stock 
photo - Image ID: 100260361)
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We are always making plans and we are full of  good intentions, espe-

cially at the beginning of  a new year, don't you agree? Lists of  intentions 
are prepared, from getting fi t to taking a new course. Anyway, in reality, 
we make plans on a regular basis. We always want to achieve our goals but 
how hard do we really try? And how big are our plans? When we think of  
them, are we considering other people, our communities, our planet, or 
just our 'small worlds' ?

Some people always think of  helping other people, in various ways. 
Some develop educational projects; others start campaigns over the internet 
with the intention to call society's attention about important issues. But 
most of  the time, we are dealing with smaller issues and there are different 
ways to talk about our plans and intentions. 

In this lesson, you will learn about the different ways of  talking about 
the future: plans, arrangements, predictions, and intentions. The verbs used 
are: be going to, will, and the present continuous. Do you know the difference 
between their uses? 

ATIVIDADES

1. Read the following examples and complete the rules with will, be going 
to +infi nitive, and the present continuous. 

- Are you going to Jane's wedding?
- I'm not sure. I am going to leave the city for one week. When is it?
- What time are you planning to arrive at the party?
- I think I will arrive there at 8 pm.
- We are starting a new cooking course soon. Do you wanna join us?
- Maybe. I'll let you know.

Vamos à atividade? A proposta acima é que você analise os exemplos 
e ajude na construção das regras sobre os usos desses tempos verbais em 
negrito (in bold). Vamos começar?

a. Para falarmos sobre planos futuros e intenções, nós usamos 
_______________________and the ____________________________

b. Para falarmos sobre planos futuros os quais são feitos no momento 
em que falamos sobre eles, de forma espontânea, usamos ____________
______________________________

c. Para falarmos de planos com data e hora marcados (arrangements, 
meetings, trips etc), usamos _____________________________________
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COMENTÁRIO SOBRE AS ATIVIDADES
Você está sendo exposto/exposta aos diferentes usos de future tenses. 

Com a prática, você passará a empregar esses tempos verbais de forma bem 
espontânea. Nesta aula, estamos levando você a analisar diferentes situações 
para entender que há diferenças entre as formas de se comunicar no futuro, 
que dependem do que você queira expressar. Confi rme suas respostas com 
base nos exemplos acima, bem como na tabela a seguir. 

RULES be going to 
+ infi nitive

will + infi nitive
(simple future)

present continuous

Intention I ' m  g o i n g 
to take a new 
course.

I can't help you 
today. I'm go-
ing to study at 
a friend's house.

(things you've 
decided to do 
before the time 
you are speaking, 
but not yet fully 
planned)

Wait a minute. 
I ' l l  help  you 
with those dish-
es.

I wil l  a lways 
think of  you.

(when you talk 
about decisions, 
promises, and 
spontaneous of-
fers decided at 
the time you are 
speaking)

Prediction My teacher is 
going to have 
a baby.

We don't need 
the umbrella. It 
is not going to 
rain. The sky is 
clear.

(when you talk 
about things that 
are happening 
soon or seems 
sure to happen; 
t h ing s  ba s ed 
on present evi-
dence)

I believe you will
love that fi lm.

She will prob-
ably lend you the 
money you need. 
Talk to her.

(based on per-
sonal opinion, 
intuition or jud-
ment)

Arrangement They are traveling tomorrow, 
at 7 a.m.
We are moving to São Paulo 
next week.
(arrangements have already 
been made)
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Vamos a mais exemplos? 

Let me tell you about my plans for tonight. I'm meeting my friends 
tonight. We're going to see a concert at the park. After the concert, we'll
probably have some pizza.

Let's think about each statement...

I'm meeting my friends tonight - Esse compromisso já está acertado, 
agendado.

We are going to a concert at the park - Compromisso feito antes do 
momento da conversa.

We will probably have some pizza - Ainda não é certeza de que isso 
irá acontecer.

ATIVIDADES

1. What about you? Talk a short paragraph about your plans for tonight/
weekend. To do so, make the correct use of  the future forms. Use the ex-
amples above, the chart, the Internet, your grammar book etc.
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

2. Look at the sentence beginnings below and choose four of  them to 
complete with information about yourself. Share it with your teachers and 
classmates.

a. I'm not going to_________________________________next vacation.
b. I'll probably _____________________________________after class.
c. Before I come to class, I'm____________________________________.
d. I'm defi nitely going to___________________________________soon.
e. I think I'm going to __________________________________next year.
f. I'm not _____________________________________________tonight.
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http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/Global_warming_g392.Hand_With_Small_Plant_On_
Dry_Land_p72350.html Photo by TeddyBear[Picnic]. Published on 10 February 2012 Stock photo 
- Image ID: 10072350)

Climate Change Poses Existential Water Risks 
The U.S. Southwest and Great Plains will almost certainly experience 

unprecedented "mega-droughts" this century

This is a headline from the National Geographic online magazine. Answer: 
- Which form of  future tense was used? Why? What's the rule behind it?

_____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

The headline is a statement made by Sandra Postel in an article posted 
at the National Geographic's website, on February 17, 2015. She is the di-
rector of  the Global Water Policy Project, a member of  the National Geographic 
Society, and the author of  several books and articles on the topic "water 
issues". She talks about a terrible reality that should concern all of  us: cli-
mate change and droughts. 
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ATIVIDADES

1. Read the text and say if  the statements below are TRUE or FALSE:
(          ) Governments and societies consider climate change seriously 

and are already taking action.
(          ) The U.S. Southwest and Great Plains, according to the scientists 

will face severe droughts in the future.
2. Analyse the following statement: "We’re already seeing this new world 

of  water unfold before our eyes". What is the author talking about? Your 
answer can be given in Portuguese.

_____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

3. Do you agree with her? Think of  Brazil's reality. Do you think that 
the water issue the city of  São Paulo has been facing nowadays can be a 
good example of  what the author is talking about? Explain.

_____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

READING

Climate Change Poses Existential Water Risks (by Sandra Postel)

We often hear it said that climate change is too abstract to win the 
support needed to effectively combat it.

But the primary way we will experience climate change is through the 
water cycle – through droughts, fl oods, depleted rivers, shrinking reservoirs, 
dried-out soils, melting glaciers, loss of  snowpack and overall shortages of  
water to grow our food and supply our cities.

If  that’s not tangible enough to take action, I don’t know what is.
We’re already seeing this new world of  water unfold before our eyes. 

And while I must add the obligatory caveat that scientists cannot prove 
that human-induced climate change is the cause of  any single event we 
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have witnessed (with the likely exception of  the 2013-14 Australian heat 
waves), scientists do know – and warn – that these are the kinds of  events 
to anticipate more of  as climate change unfolds.

Last week, a new study by researchers with the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration and Cornell and Columbia Universities warned 
that the U.S. Southwest and Great Plains are almost certainly in for unprec-
edented “mega-droughts” during this century.

Using 17 different state-of-the-art climate models, the scientists found 
“a coherent and robust drying response to warming.” The fi ndings were 
published in the journal Science Advances.

Under scenarios of  both moderate and high greenhouse gas emissions, 
the team concludes that these regions can expect drought periods even more 
severe than the driest centuries of  the last millennium. It was after one 
of  those long droughts that the Hohokam, an advanced, irrigation-based 
civilization that thrived for a thousand years in what is now the Phoenix 
area, disappeared.

(..................................................................................................................)

(You can read the full article on: http://voices.nationalgeographic.com/2015/02/17/climate-change-
poses-existential-water-risks/ Last access on September 6th, 2015.)

Glossary

caveat (noun) - aviso, advertência, notifi cação
warn (verb) - avisar, prevenir, advertir
unprecedented (adj.) - sem precedentes 
drought (noun) - seca, estiagem, aridez

_____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Acrescente pelo menos duas palavras que foram novas para você, com 
as respectivas classes gramaticais e defi nições. Essa é uma boa estratégia 
para você ampliar seu repertório linguístico.

COMENTÁRIO SOBRE AS ATIVIDADES
As respostas abertas poderão ser respondidas em português. Isso 

porque nossa intenção também é trazer para você momentos de refl exão 
a respeito de questões não apenas pessoais, mas sociais, como essa da 
água, que merece nossa atenção. We hope you have enjoyed this reading. 
Compartilhe suas dúvidas e respostas com seus teachers and classmates.
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Talking about problems...

Here are some words we can use when talking about problems: solve, 
face, cause, solution to, tackle, deal with, cope with etc. Read the examples 
below:

Governments need to tackle the problem.
How can we deal with the water issues in Brazil?
We need to learn who to cope with the problems.
What has been causing the problem?
They haven't found a solution to the water problem in São Paulo yet.
All countries are going to face severe problems with air and water 

pollution.

CONCLUSÃO

RESUMO

Para a prática dos conteúdos ligados ao futuro, criamos alguns exemplos 
e outros foram retirados de textos autênticos encontrados facilmente na 
Internet, como foi o caso do artigo da National Geographic sobre a preo-
cupante situação relativa à água. Como sempre lembramos, esses assuntos 
serão retomados ao longo de seus estudos, não se preocupe! Esperamos 
que você tenha aproveitado bastante as atividades aqui propostas.

Esta aula foi dedicada ao estudo de conteúdos ligados ao future. Apre-
sentamos estruturas que são utilizadas quando falamos de planos, com-
promissos e previsões. Vimos que há diferenças entre os usos de will, be 
going to + infi nitive, and the present continuous. Ao praticarmos novos tópicos, 
revisamos conteúdos estudados previamente: simple present and the pres-
ent continuous, por exemplo. Esse movimento é típico do processo de 
ensino e aprendizagem de idiomas: voltar a conteúdos trabalhados, sempre 
acrescentando mais informações. Isso é muito positivo, mas cabe aqui um 
alerta: não deixe suas dúvidas acumularem, pois o nível de complexidade de 
cada assunto vai aumentando. Consulte seus professores e seja um aprendiz 
autônomo, buscando respostas para suas perguntas e encontrando diferentes 
formas de praticar seu inglês.
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PRÓXIMA AULA

REFERÊNCIAS

AUTO-AVALIAÇÃO

Sou capaz de falar sobre planos e compromissos futuros?
Meu conhecimento sobre o tema tratado no artigo escolhido para esta 

aula, a respeito da preocupação de cientistas sobre o futuro da água do 
planeta, foi ampliado? 

Consegui reforçar os usos dos tópicos simple present and present continuous?
Consegui estabelecer relações entre o conteúdo desta aula e minha 

realidade?

The theme of  class 5 is: Simple living. We will be dealing with subject/
object pronouns (question words). See you!
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