
Aula 4
THE INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH (II)

META
This class aims at presenting the importance of a well-structured introductory paragraph.

OBJETIVOS
At the end of this class, it is expected that the students: 

Improve their knowledge about introduction of an essay;
Recognise how the introduction is structured and the types of introduction;

Write clear and concise an introductory paragraph

PRÉ-REQUISITOS
Previous knowledge about paragraph structure and types of paragraphs.

Marcle Vanessa Menezes Santana
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INTRODUÇÃO

Welcome to Class 4! In this unit, you will practise the introduction of  
an essay. When you are writing – a text message, an essay, an email, in other 
words, any written form of  communication – you have to remember the 
four main elements: the writer (you!); the reader; the topic and the purpose. 

The aforementioned aspects are crucial to an effective communication, 
because you have to suit your writing to your audience as well as the purpose of  
that writing.

Hence, let’s focus on the introduction again and see how it is structu-
red. These pieces of  information will be important to your writing at the 
end of  this class!

Fonte: https://theimpactnews.com
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Source: OSHIMA, A.; HOGUE, A. Writing Academic English. 4th ed. White Plains, NY: Pearson Longman, 2006. 
 
 

Source: OSHIMA, A.; HOGUE, A. Writing Academic English. 4th ed. White Plains, NY: Pearson Longman, 2006.
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PRACTICE I 
 

 
Source: OSHIMA, A.; HOGUE, A. Writing Academic English. 4th ed. White Plains, NY: Pearson Longman, 2006. 

 
Source: OSHIMA, A.; HOGUE, A. Writing Academic English. 4th ed. White Plains, NY: Pearson Longman, 2006.
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Introduction to an essay: example 

Essay question: What is the importance of imitation in early child development? 

 

Source: http://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/ld/resources/writing/diagnostic/p/pintrotoanessay 
 
 
 
 

Source: http://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/ld/resources/writing/diagnostic/p/pintrotoanessay



51

The Introductory Paragraph (II) Aula 4

Source: https://billvan61.files.wordpress.com

PRACTICE II

Select one topic from Pratice 1 – Prewriting Techniques (Class 2) and 
write an introductory paragraph related to it. Rewrite as many times as you 
want. Note: It is interesting to time how long you take to write a paragraph.

 
Source: ZEMACH, Dorothy E.; RUMISEK, Lisa A. Academic Writing: from Paragraph to essay. Oxford: Macmillan 
Education, 2005, p. 123. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: ZEMACH, Dorothy E.; RUMISEK, Lisa A. Academic Writing: from Paragraph to essay. 
Oxford: Macmillan Education, 2005, p. 123.
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Discuss with your colleagues:
Which topic did you choose?

Why did you choose it?
How easy/hard was it? Why?

SUMMARY

In this class, you read about the types of  introduction: funnel and 
attention-getting introductions (dramatic, surprising statistics or facts, his-
torical background introduction). You can write them depending on the 
topic and the purpose of  your writing, as well as your audience.

Besides, you wrote (and rewrote) the introduction of  an essay as well as 
practised your critical viewpoint whilst reading someone else’s text, which 
is a requirement for a future English teacher.

Finally, you discussed with your classmates on the writing process of  
an introduction. Therefore, we can move on to the body paragraphs, which 
will give support to what was presented in the introduction.

SELF-EVALUATION

Did I increase my knowledge related to Introductory Paragraph? 
Have I consolidated the knowledge about Introductory Paragraph? 

NEXT CLASS

Next class, the focus of  your studies will be on Body Paragraphs. See 
ya ;)
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